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((The Architect Von der R.och
(sic) creotor of the Germon
Povilionn

6lt Floor plon. First preliminory skelch. Pen-

cil on drowing poper. 89 x 46.50 cm.

<The Germon Povilion ot the Borcelono lnternotionol Exhibition powerfully ottrocts lhe
visitor's ottention. Constructed in occord with the new Germon style of stroight plones
ond cubic mosses, the mosi refined toste presides over it, ond it is one of the most
outstonding ospects of our Competition.

<Woter, cleor ond colored gloss, ond morble consTitute the principol elements. in its
construction. With them, ln stùiqht lines ond on extremely skillful orrongemeni of plones,
the Germon orchitect H. Mils Vén der Roch (sic) creotes o mosterwork worthy of being
properly studied.

<We hod on opportunity to speok with Vor der Roch (sic). H.e wos not owore thot he
wos tolking to o'iournoliit ond expressed his feelings on modern ortto us.

"Life hos chonqed in relotion to previous yeors. One lives di{ferently lodoy, ond whot
sotisfied us vesierdov leoves us indifferent iodoy. We hove other needs, ond it is logicol
thot orchiteéture olsô chonqes when o woy of living chonges.
"Life todov requires simplicifu ond brevity. The complicotions of the posT hove no reoson
for beinq iodcjv. lt is, therefôre, noturol lhot our buildings, our furniture, the interior of
the homé, respbnd to this new ond every doy more occèntuoted woy of living.
"The doneer ôf this noscent orchitecture'lies in the possible eliminotion o{ ortistic tosTe.

Modern o-rchitecture, so thoroughly occepted in Germony, iends toword the combi-
notion of ort ond simplicity.
"There con ond shou'ld bé ort in the new orchitecture. Using true, simple lines, smooth
olones. the construction oroblem con be resolved without delriment to oesThetics. Rich

hoteriâls should be used in order to do this. Morble, in different shodes; bronze, gloss,
ore mondotorv complements to the modern style.
"l wos given éomplàte freedom of oction in the building of Ge.rmony's Povilion ot the

Borceloio lnternoiionol Exhlbition. Thot is ihe only woy on orchitect con corry out his

work.
"ln my iudgement, furniture is o complementto orchitecture. I hove conceived of some
vàrv riovel"furnituie mode with moteriols not used uniil now. They turn out to be very
comfortoble ond in hormony with the building..."

<Thus ihe orchitect spoke to us, convinced ond certoin of his orT, prevolent in Germony
todoy. We recoll the leipzig Foir, thoi of Music, in Fronkfurt; the new stotion in Stuitgort...

<The Germon Povilion ot the Borcelono Exhibition is something thol merits o visit. lt is

o mognificent exomple of the new Germon ort of building.>
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<We osked Dr. Georg von Schnilzler, Commissioner Generol of Germony oT the Bor-

.elono Exhibition, forén oppointment so thot he could Tell us, during ihe course oi the

intàrview we requesled, hié opinion on the Competition ond its consequences. Dr.

ichnit.ler very kihdly ogreed to receive us ot the Germon Consulote. There, in, o mul-

iiinàrol pro.ô5 
-stncé 

the Germon Commissioner only speoks ltolion in oddition to
ë"iron'ond we hod to use French to express ourselves-we collected the iollowing
stotements from our distinguished interlocutor:

,,Your ExhibiTion is simply odmiroble. I hod heord o lot of proise for its setting, orronge-
ment ond content, bui the reolity for surposses whot I expected io find in Borcelono.

,'With its ooriicipotion in fhe Borcelono Exhibition, Germony wonted to demonstrote not
oniu tt"'" à""p àttà.tion it feels for Spoin, but olso the lotést odvonces in its industriol

rià'ar.iion, iommerciol orqonizotion'ond building orts. lt olso wonted to show its con-

Ii.tËn-tnàiiiode relotionstretween Germony on"d Spoin will increose more ond more

every doy.

"Sooin, in the vorious poloces of the Competition, demonstrotes in on obvious woy the

level oÎ oerfecTion of its production techniques. Germony, for its port, hcs only sent

soecific products to the Competition, ond it hos done this keeping Sponish production
in mind,'since The creotion o{ the sensotion of competition wos not wonted; insteod, to
b" o corolement to Sponish production. We hove on exomple of this in the section on

tn"in#i["t inlustiiel, where only moteriol not monufoctured in Spoin is exhibiTed. The

some criTerion hos prevoiled in môchinery, textiles ond toys'

"Germonv's oorticipotion in the Borcelono Exhibition will ochieve the highest brillionce
thÉ làÀin'q Sbptember, durinq the celebrotion of the Germon Week ot the Competition'
It is not po"ssible to provide o-n odvonce progrom since, it hos not been completed yet,

bri *" ore exoecTin'q thot this week will be e-xceptionolly importont, since my country's
Government, iIs indistries ond businesses, ore sporing no effort in coniribuling to its

l'riqhest brillionce. I con onnounce thot numerous groups o{ Germon visitors will be com-
in! to Borcelono this foll.

"l hove been verv oleosed with the cordiol ond enthusiostic welcome thot Borcelono
ho. oiu"n-t" th; G;rr;n Seciion ot its ExhibiTion. Such behovior, tronsloted into the
lrà*Ët 6f p"àple *ho hou" visited it ond the commenTs it hos received in lhe Press,

deserve Germony's grotiiude.

"Our Povilion's orchitecture, ond the ortistic orrongement of our stonds, hove .consti-
tuieà o J"rànrtràtion of rôd"rn Germon building-trends. They hove provided o de-
monsiroTion of how we wont to direct ort ond the économy in my country on the bosis
of greot simplicity ond oppropriote moteriols. We ore olso groteful to the critics who
hove hod only proise for our buildings.

"l plon to reiurn to Borcelono soon, ond I hope thot in the foll there will be severol
importont visitors from Germony hele to ottend the Borcelono Exhibitlon -which 

hos
been very well received in our country.">
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